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Guidance Notes
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1. REQUIREMENT TO REGISTER YOUR CROFT LAND
The final element of the Crofting Reform (Scotland) Act 2010 relating to the registration of croft land came
into effect on 30 November 2013. The Crofting Register is map based and provides a definitive record of
the extent of, and interest in, land within crofting tenure in Scotland. In addition to showing the boundaries
of land, the register also contains information on the tenant, owner-occupier crofter and/or the landlord
of the registered croft. The Crofting Register is maintained by the Keeper of the Registers of Scotland,
although the application for registration should be made in the first instance to the Crofting Commission
who will check the information contained in or accompanying the registration application against the
information contained in the Commission’s Register of Crofts.
However, not all changes of ownership of croft land require to be registered. The table below sets out
whether the change requires to be registered or not.

Type of change

Where croft is registered

Where croft is not registered

Purchase by tenant

Yes

No

Change of
owner-occupier crofter

Yes

Yes

Change of landlord

Yes

No

If the transfer of ownership took effect after 30 November 2013, and the change of ownership requires to
be registered, the Commission will be unable to update the Register of Crofts to show the change until the
croft, or the change, is registered with the Keeper of the Registers of Scotland. Ideally, your croft
registration form should come in at the same time as this notification form. This should be accompanied
by a map showing the boundaries of the croft along with the registration fee.
A copy of the registration form and accompanying guidance notes can be found at
www.ros.gov.uk/services/registration/crofting-register.

2. IMPORTANT INFORMATION
Under Section 41 of the Crofters (Scotland) Act 1993, the Commission is required to compile and maintain
a Register of Crofts. The Register of Crofts includes the details of the tenant, landlord and owner occupier
crofter of each croft. It is important therefore that the Commission is notified whenever a change of
ownership occurs to ensure the Register of Crofts is accurate and up-to-date.
If separate areas of the same croft were acquired by different persons, the new owner(s) of each part
should complete a separate Notification Form. It is not possible for owner-occupier crofters to sell any part
of their croft without first applying to and receiving approval from the Commission to divide the croft.
Please note that any information you provide is part of an open process and made available to other
parties involved in the process. Your information would also be released under a Freedom of Information
enquiry subject to any disclosure exemptions under the Data Protection Act 1998.
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Prior to 1st October 2011 ‘owner-occupiers’ were, in effect, landlords of vacant crofts. From 1st October
2011, The Crofters (Scotland) Act 1993 an owner-occupier is defined as a crofter if they are the owner of
a croft; and they were either the tenant of the croft when the croft land was acquired or a crofter’s nominee or an individual who purchased the croft from the constituting landlord* (or a successor in title to
any of those persons). In addition, the croft must not have been let to any person as a crofter since it was
acquired or constituted as a croft.
Any transfer of ownership of part of an owner-occupied croft which was not a new croft created through a
division approved by the Commission, and any deed purporting to transfer ownership of that part, will be
null and void. This does not apply where missives were concluded in respect of such a transfer prior to
1st October 2011.
*A constituting landlord is the owner of the land at the time it was constituted as a croft under the new croft creation
provision, or such an owner’s successor in title.

3. COMPLETION OF THE FORM
If you are the tenant purchasing all or part of your croft from your landlord please provide previous landlord details at Q3.
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